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GATE CITY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

July 10, 2012 

156 E. JACKSON ST. 

6:00 PM 

 
 

 PUBLIC HEARING:   
 
 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 9, TOWN OF GATE CITY ORDINANCE, 
GARBAGE, ASHES AND REFUSE 

 
 
 I.  Mayor, Frances Perry called Public Hearing to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 II.  ROLL CALL                Town Clerk, Kathy Riley      
              
            
   Present:  Mayor, Frances Perry 

    Council Member, Roger Cassell  
    Council Member, Robin Richards 

Council Member, Allan “Cotton” Roberts. 
Council Member, Wallace W. Ross, Jr. 
Council Member, Walter Salyers 

 
  Others present:  Town Manager, Jeremy Keller, Town Attorney, Michele Brooks   
   
 
 III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 9, TOWN OF GATE CITY ORDINANCE, 
GARBAGE, ASHES AND REFUSE 
 

 IV PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
  Close Public Comment at 6:02 P.M. 
  
 V. Public Hearing closes at 6:02 P.M. 
 
  
 
 
 ___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 Mayor, Frances Perry     Town Clerk, Kathy Riley 
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I. COUNCIL MEETING CALL TO ORDER AT 6:02 P.M.    Mayor - Frances Perry  
 
 
II. ROLL CALL –  Town Clerk - Kathy Riley 
 

              
  PRESENT: Mayor,  Frances Perry     
    Council Member, Roger Cassell  
    Council Member, Robin Richards 

Council Member, Allan “Cotton” Roberts. 
Council Member, Wallace W. Ross, Jr. 
Council Member, Walter Salyers 

  
 Others present:  Town Manager, Jeremy Keller, Town Attorney, Michele Brooks, Debbie Kindle,  

Chuck Newton, Arletha Newton, Dewey Breeding, Louise Breeding, Mark     
Jenkins, Benny Reed, Connie Sampson, Bob Perry 

 
III. INVOCATION -            Unknown      

 
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Sergeant of Arms, Chuck Newton 
 
 
V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Mayor Perry – I have been instructed that two items under Item #8, new Business, the last two 
items Mr. Street and Mr. Slate with Broadwater Drug and Mike Carrico regarding Moccasin Hills, 
Phase 4, water reimbursement those two items have been continued due to a request from Mr. 
Carrico.  Those two will be stricken from the agenda and asks if there are any additions to the 
agenda?   
Council Member, R. Cassell – Questions an item regarding a Dog Noise Ordinance, if it needs to 
be placed under council reports or add it to the agenda?   
Mayor Perry – I think so. 

 
Motion made to approve the agenda with those two items being stricken. 
 Motion by:  Council Member, A. Roberts 2nd by:  Council Member, R. Cassell 
  VOTE:  Yeas,  5 
    Nays,  0 
    Absent, 0 

     Abstain, 0 
 
 
VI.  PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, 

APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF 
OATHS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS. 

 



 

3 
 

 Town Clerk, K. Riley – Questions placement of this Resolution may be in wrong place on the 
agenda. 

 Town Attorney, M. Brooks – States it probably needs to be under New Business and may need to 
amend the agenda placing that under New Business. 

 
 Motion made to amend the agenda and move the Resolution for General Bond to New 

Business, Item #8.  
Motion by:  Council Member, R. Cassell 2nd by:  A. Roberts 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  5 

       Nays, 0 
       Absent,  0 
       Abstain, 0 
  

 RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF A GENERAL BOND IN A 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $300,000. 

 
 

Set time and date of regularly held council meetings. 
Motion made to hold Council meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  

Motion by: Council Member, R. Richards 2nd by: Council Member, W. Salyers 
VOTE: Yeas,    5 

Nays,    0 
Abstain,   0 
Absent,  0 
 

Selection of Vice Mayor 
 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Questions if there is a standard policy to determine pick. 
Mayor Perry – No, sir, just needs to be a member of the Council. 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Asks if a policy needs to be made to make it easier? 
Mayor Perry – Would need to put that on the agenda.  We need to do our Vice Mayor now. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – States it’s in the Charter. 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Asks if we would have to go through Legislator to change 
the Charter with Town Attorney, M. Brooks responding yes. 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Nominates Cotton Roberts and questions process for 
nominations for Vice Mayor. 
Mayor Perry- States we have a motion and once motion is made will ask for other nominations 
and asks for second to Mr. Ross’s nomination. 
 
Motion made to nominate Cotton Roberts. 
 Motion by:  Council Member, W.W. Ross, Jr. 2nd by: Council Member, R. Richards 
 
Mayor Perry – Do I have other nominations? 
Council Member, R. Richards – Nominates Roger Cassell. 
 
Motion made to nominate Roger Cassell. 
 Motion by:  Council Member, R. Richards 2nd by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 
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Mayor Perry – Asks for any other nominations?  Moves the nominations will cease with vote for 
Cotton Roberts first. 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Questions the nominations with motion to seat.  States those 
nominated would take a secret ballot. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Asks what he is referring to Robert Rules of Order or Town 
Ordinance or Charter? 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Asks for interpretation of both.   
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – States would take one at a time, with Chair having discretion of 
how it is done. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – Asks if it can be done by ballot and let someone count the ballots? 
Mayor Perry – Asks if he (Mr. Ross) would feel better if they were done by ballot? 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Provides process from Robert Rules of Order that is permissible 
either through nomination of the floor or by secret ballot. 
 
Town Clerk, K. Riley – Reads off ballots – Roger Cassell, Cotton Roberts, Cotton Roberts, 
Cotton Roberts, Roger Cassell – Three (3) votes for Cotton Roberts  and Two (2) votes for Roger 
Cassell 
 
Mayor Perry – Cotton is the Vice Mayor. 

 
            Appointment of Jeremy Keller as Town Manager 

Motion made to appoint Jeremy Keller as Town Manager  
Motion by: Council Member, W.W. Ross, Jr. 2nd by: Vice Mayor, A. Roberts   

VOTE: Yeas,    5 
Nays,   0 
Abstain, 0 
Absent,  0 
 

Appointment of Michele Brooks as Town Attorney 
Motion made to appoint Michele Brooks as Town Attorney  
  Motion by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 2nd by:  Council Member, R. Richards 

VOTE: Yeas,   5 
Nays,   0 
Abstain, 0  
Absent,  0  

 
Appointment of Chris Edwards as Town as Town Treasurer 

Motion made to appoint Chris Edwards as Town Treasurer  
Motion by:   Council Member, W. Salyers 2nd by: Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 

VOTE: Yeas,   5 
Nays,   0 
Abstain, 0  
Absent,  0 
 

 Appointment of Kathy Riley as Town Clerk 
Motion made to appoint Kathy Riley as Town Clerk  

Motion by:  Council Member, R. Richards 2nd by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 
VOTE: Yeas,    5 

Nays,    0 
Abstain, 0 
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Absent,  0 
 

 Appointment of Judy Guinn as Deputy Clerk 
Motion made to appoint Judy Guinn as Deputy Clerk  

Motion by:  Council Member, W.W. Ross, Jr. 2nd by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 
VOTE: Yeas,   5 

Nays,   0 
Abstain, 0  
Absent,  0 

Appointment of Chuck Newton as Sergeant of Arms 
Motion made to appoint Chuck Newton as Sergeant of Arms  

Motion by: Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 2nd by:  Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. 
VOTE: Yeas,    5 

Nays,   0 
Abstain, 0  
Absent,  0 

 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Member, A. Roberts to the Economic Redevelopment 
Committee.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Member, A. Roberts to the Façade Improvement & 
Revitalization Committee.  
 
 
Mayor France Perry appoints Council Members, W.W. Ross, Jr. and A. Roberts to the Codification 
Committee.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Members, W. Salyers and R. Cassell to the Finance 
Committee.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Members, R. Richards and A. Roberts to the Park 
Committee.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Members, W. Salyers and R. Richards to the Personnel 
Committee.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Members, W.W. Ross, Jr. and R. Richards to the Historical 
Committee.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Member, R. Cassell to the Planning Commission.  
 
 
Mayor Frances Perry – I’m not going to appoint anybody to the Safety Committee because that 
should be left up to the Town Manger and Department Heads to see that we are operating under those 
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qualifications or requirements from OSHA.  So, I don’t think we need to have that.  Anybody object to 
that? 
 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – States he does and feels it should be discussed.  Refers to 
problems with storms, fire department and rescue squad usually have safety manager or manager who 
is totally responsible for that. 
Mayor Perry – We don’t have any jurisdiction over the Rescue Squad and the Fire Department. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Asks if the liaison would be Jeremy with Mayor Perry responding yes. 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Asks if we have a disaster, he’ll be responsible for it? 
Mayor Perry – Asks Mr. Ross if he wants one, I’ll appoint you to that committee.  Asks if he wants 
it?  Mayor Perry appoints W. W. Ross, Jr. to the Safety Committee. 
 
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Member, R. Cassell to the Sanitation Authority.  
Mayor Frances Perry appoints Council Members, W.W. Ross, Jr. and R. Cassell to the Street 
Committee.  

 
VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Mayor Perry – Asks those who were part of the Council at the last meeting, are there any 
corrections or additions that to be made to the minutes?  Ask both Wallace and Roger if they 
found anything?  Mayor Perry declares the minutes approved as presented. 
     

VIII. APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 

Motion made for approval for payment of bills for June, 2012 
 Motion by:  Council Member, R. Richards 2nd by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 
  VOTE:    Yeas,       5 
       Nays,        0 
       Absent, 0 

        Abstain,     0 
 
 Mayor Perry – States we had an omission on appointments for Police Chief. 
  
 Motion made to amend the agenda to add the appointment of Police Chief to the agenda. 
  Motion by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts  2nd by:  Council Member, W.W. Ross, Jr. 
   VOTE:   Yeas,  5 
       Nays, 0 
       Absent, 0 
       Abstain, 0 
 
 Appointment of Kim Birchfield as Chief of Police 
 Motion made to appoint Kim Birchfield as Chief of Police  

Motion by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 2nd by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 
VOTE: Yeas,   5 

Nays,   0 
Abstain, 0  
Absent,  0 

 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 
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Benny Reed – 167 Poplar Street – Appreciated that the Public Comment section had been moved 
up in the meeting.  Feels it may be a big help in getting people to participate.   

 
Mayor Perry closed the public comment session at 6:26 P.M. and opened the consent agenda 
session. 

 
X. COMMUNICATIONS  - None 
 
XI. REPORTS 
 

A. Engineer’s Status Report – 
 
Mayor Perry – States Andy is not here, but there is a report in our packet.  Questions should be 
addressed to Andy. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Explains the Water Hydraulic and Energy Efficiency enhancements 
where Scott County was going to give us the land to put the tank on for the Moccasin Hills 
upgrade and in return, pave a portion of their parking lot in exchange as equal value.  After receipt 
of the appraisal and the cost of paving, there was a $15,000 difference in their favor.  $40,000 to 
pave and the land value was $27,000.   
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – That’s the value of the easement that we were asking for.   
Town Manager, J. Keller – Andy Miles and Edwin Deyton will speak before the Board of 
Supervisors and Kathie Noe about possible agreement since the numbers are so different.   

 
B. Treasurer’s Report –  
 
Mayor Perry – States if everyone noticed on these reports in your packet, if you have any 
questions of these departments, you need to take those questions to those Department Heads prior 
to the Council meeting.  They are the ones who will be able to answer those questions.   
Council Member, R. Richards – Asks who are the Department Heads with Mayor Perry we’ll 
get you a list of that. 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Feels that is a good idea to a certain point, but discusses 
pick up on Friday and there is more information in packet to read.  
Mayor Perry – Asks if he wants the Department Heads to attend the Council meetings and pay 
them overtime? 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Discusses possibility of receiving Council Packets earlier 
than Friday. 
Mayor Perry –Ask Ms. Riley if it is possible? 
Town Clerk, K. Riley – Explains departments have to wait till the last day of month to gather 
information for their reports, with the possibility of the first week before Council to get it out. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – States we’ve always got it the Thursday before with no problem. 
Mayor Perry – Consideration has to be made if the second Tuesday is the 8th of the month would 
not be ample time to prepare their report.   
 
Motion made to receive the report on Wednesday prior to the Council Meeting, if suitable. 
 Motion by:  Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr.  2nd by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  5 
      Nays, 0 
      Absent, 0 
      Abstain, 0 
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Mayor Perry – You are aware that we pick up those packets ourselves. 
Town Clerk, K. Riley – States she will send out an email they are available for pick up. 
 
No questions regarding the Treasurer’s Report 

 
C. Codification Committee/Property Maintenance – 

 
Mayor Perry – States if you have any questions for Amy, you would have to call or email her. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Discusses the pending lawsuit against the town from an 
individual who was subject to a Property Maintenance complaint.  That matter was under our 
VML insurance and was referred to outside counsel, Penn Stuart, Brad Stallard, represented 
the town.  Hearing was 7/2/12, the town filed a demure and the Judge sustained the demure.  
Anyone who has questions regarding that can ask now or later and will provide her contact 
information. 

 
D. Police Department Report –  

 
Chief Birchfield – Goes over the Police Department Report as presented.  Answers Vice 
Mayor, A. Roberts’ question regarding the “Click-it or Ticket” program and answers Council 
Member, R. Richards’ question regarding the Links Program and Southern Software. 

 
E. Council Reports – 

 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Asks Town Manager if he is aware of various grants 
that are available, with Town Manager stating he is aware of couple and provides terms of the 
two grants.  Asks Town Manager about stop sign at City Hall with Town Manager that he has 
asked with no reply from VDOT.   
Town Manager, J. Keller – States will not be reimbursed for clearing VDOT right-of-ways.   
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Questions who will be responsible for maintaining roads 
if VDOT doesn’t and it is their responsibility and what is our recourse?  
Town Manager, J. Keller – States they contract the work out. 
Mayor Perry – States you need to talk to your Congressman. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – States VDOT says they are maintaining it two or three times a 
year.   
Council Member, R. Richards – Asks if this is just one area or in general, with Town 
Manager, J. Keller replying Mr. Wallace is referring to up Manville Road past Willow Street.   
Council member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – States it a state road with the Town maintaining it for 
about 20 years.  The question is, are we allowed to do it and since we are we should be getting 
reimbursed?   
Mayor Perry – I don’t think VDOT will object to it. 
Manager, J. Keller – Asks Council Member, W.W. Ross, Jr. if he wants to get him the 
information regarding the money (grants), he would be happy to look into it.   
Council Member, R. Cassell – Discusses possible ordinance for dogs who continuously bark 
with Town Attorney researching Code of Virginia.  I spoke with the Commonwealth Attorney 
with him stating there is nothing in the Code of Virginia.  The Attorney General states it is up 
to the locality.  He provides information from Abingdon which is included in their noise 
ordinance and reads Abingdon’s ordinance to Council.   
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Mayor Perry – Informs Council Member, R. Cassell he may want to provide a copy of that to 
Mr. Ross and Mr. Roberts who are on the Codification Committee.  They can look at that and 
see if there is something they want to bring to us.   
Council Member, A. Roberts – Asks if we have a noise ordinance, with Mayor Perry stating 
yes. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Provides copy of her information with the putting the VA State 
Code that permits this.  She states Virginia is a deal and rule state which says the state of 
Virginia has to grant us the authority to do anything that we do, which grants us the authority 
to do the nuisance.  It can only be a civil penalty up to $250 the first time.  Anything over that 
is $500 and will be happy to work with them. 
Mayor Perry – Feels it should come through the animal rather than just the noise ordinance. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Replies that is the way Abingdon did it.  The authority that is 
granted comes under noise, but we can do it any way you want to do it as long as we can point 
to the statute that gives us the permission to do that.  I found the code section which grants us 
that authority, so we are clear to do it in whatever way you want to do that, but we have to 
have that specific grant in authority before we can or create an ordinance to that affect.   
 
 

 
F. Economic Development Committee –  

 
Mayor Perry – Did you attend the Economic Development Committee?  There wasn’t one, 
meeting, I don’t guess.  We need to get that up and running, that Economic Development 
Committee, and I’ll give you the name of those people who are on that committee.  We’ll see 
if we can’t get that active again.   Okay?  There has been some illness and death and sickness 
and other things. 

 
G. Façade Committee –   

 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Rob was down today and sent out an email for a Special Meeting 
on July 16, 2012 with the Façade Committee. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Asks Town Manager how many properties left, new ones with 
Town Manager responding with the business names with about ten active. 

 
H.  Historical Committee –  None 
 
H. Manager-  

 
Town Manager, J. Keller – He provides information regarding the 5K run saying it was able 
to give the White family about $3,300 and I think I’ll be able to do that will provide the check 
at the Rotary Club meeting next Tuesday morning.  Has been in contact, at least once a day, 
ask the contractors to maintain the roads where construction has taken place with paving has 
begun.  States he will be a stickler with the paving, because when they are gone is when we 
will hear the complaints.   
Mayor Perry – States positive feedback on the 5K race and Bike Ride.   
Town Manager, J. Keller – Informs Council Ms. Quillen, from the Hope House, will have a 
5K in Gate City on August 25 to benefit Scott County Hope House and has provided her all 
the information needed to get it set up. 
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I. Park Committee –  

Mayor Perry – I’m going to ask Jeremy to report on that as I was a member of that committee 
and Jeremy sits on that, so if you would fill us in on what happened there.  
Town Manager, J. Keller – We’re looking at placing a splash pad at Grogan Park.  Frances, 
Ray Kilgore and I visited the City of Kingsport splash pad.  The Director, Parks and 
Recreation, Kitty Frazier, let us tour the facility and gave us information about costs, 
construction companies and Jeff Stapleton is helping me look into construction cost and prices 
right now. 
Mayor Perry – Explains a splash pad as being like a water park for kids to cool off.   The one 
in Kingsport is done in a jungle theme.  It would be a great asset. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Questions design and costs. 
Mayor Perry – You can have any kind of theme you want.   We won’t be able to go like 
Kingsport, theirs was about $75,000.  They had an old swimming pool at Riverview that their 
water pipes were already and their bath house was already there.  States it would be an asset to 
our park with more than one design available.  Theirs is as big as a swimming pool would be, 
we won’t go on that scale.   
Town Manager, J. Keller – Would be the same concept with chlorinated water, filtering it 
and plumbing.   
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Questions it would be planning now, with not being able to get it 
done this year with Town Manager stating he is unsure of long it takes.   
Council Member, W.W. Ross, Jr. – Would flood more so than the rest of it? 
 Mayor Perry - Not where we’re talking about where it floods the most.  The new part is 
where it floods the most.   
 

J. Planning Commission –  
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Discusses building issues and variance requests that were 
considered, along with modifications made by VDOT, regarding the lease at old King Ford 
property that she has not looked it yet.  She provides an up-date of information for new Town 
Council Members regarding intentional use of the old King Ford property for picnic tables, 
shelters and possibly moving historical signs using as a road side park.  Informs Council of 
two issues regarding petroleum residue with the other issue being we would have to close off 
the cross over.   
Mayor Perry – Explains it would be a place to put brochures of places on interest within the 
Town, basically a place for tourist to see what is here.   
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Asks if funds have been allocated for this.  
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Explains process of getting final contract, then Planning 
Commission would have to approve it or not, then it would go to Council to approve it or not.   
Planning Commission can only recommend with Council having to vote on it. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – The only thing done, so far, is we got issued a permit to dump on 
there.  Only thing we have done is receive a permit to place fill dirt on it and our guys cleaned 
it off.  That’s it.   
 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Leaves the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
 

K. Public Works –  
 

Mayor Perry – Reviews the report commenting the crew has been busy. 
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L. Sanitation Authority –  
 

Council Member, R. Cassell – Will meet tomorrow night.  Last month had an exemption for 
sewer.  Jeremy and Stoney did look at it and it would have been costly to provide it.  
Exemption was made with no refund of back payments. 

 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Returns to the meeting at 7:08 p.m. 
 

M. Street Commission –  

Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Asks about turning streets over to the state with Town 
Manager replying he thought he forwarded an email to him from Steve Buston rejecting 
Moccasin Hills.   
Council Member, R. Cassell – Discusses previous requests for streets to be turned over were 
not accepted.  Explaining VDOT responded they did not want to take over Moccasin Hills. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Explained their reasons were due to drainage and other issues.   
 

N. Safety Committee – 
Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Questions the book that was prepared if it needs to be 
approved? 
Town Clerk, K. Riley – Informs Council it was approved by the Acting Town Manager, Mark 
Jenkins in April of 2011.   
 

O. Water Plant –  
 

Council Member, R. Cassell – States water loss is way down.  Down to 23% and hoping that 
the new water line will correct the water loss and drop further. 
Council Member, R. Richards – Asks condition of water line in town, if worn out with 
Council Member, R. Cassell explaining the line that was being replaced was the part of the 
original system 
Town Manager, J. Keller – States Loretta Cruby explains with the new water line and new 
meters she is guessing our accountability will be around 15%. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – Questions Town Manager regarding receipt of their report 
regarding water usage which could be applied to accountability percentage, with Town 
Manager replying he has not received it. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – States he spoke to Jeff Brickey three times then sent a letter about 
two weeks ago saying funds would be withheld until we get the report for water usage and the 
financials on the flea market.  To date, he hasn’t received anything back.    
Council Member, R. Richards – Questions what funds are you talking about with Mayor 
Perry stating donations through the Fire Department. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – States it’s $25,000 a year with $1,300 in benevolence for water 
usage which is paid out monthly. 
Vice Mayor, A. Cotton – Asks about the grant money with Town Attorney, stating it is just a 
pass through. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – Explains the Fire Department cannot apply for it, but the 
locality can, so it is just a pass through.  The check comes to the Town and we write a check to 
them with them showing receipts of what they used the money for showing accountability.   
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Council Member, W. W. Ross, Jr. – Questions receipt of their audit information with 
Council Member, R. Cassell stating he would like to have receipt of their audit too.  States 
their books are open to the public for review. 

 
XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
 
 
XIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 DECISION ON RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF A GENERAL 
BOND IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $300,000. 

 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Questions if it was for $250,000? 
Town Manager, J. Keller – It was, but Bond Counsel responded it may be better to increase 
the amount in case bids came in higher for trash truck, one ton dump truck and possibly a 
police cruiser.  Cost for a trash truck is roughly $120,000 financing for five years.  Town is 
currently down to one 2004 trash truck, where we had two.  We only have to pay back what 
we borrow.  We can borrow up to $300,000. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – States we did do a line item in the budget for $35,000 for the 
garbage truck. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Explains break down for $120,000 for trash truck and roughly 
$40,000 for dump truck. 
Vice Mayor, A. Cotton – Questions are these items a necessity or a want with Town Manager 
stating this is something the Town Crew has been asking for awhile.   
Council Member, R. Cassell – Provides explanation for need to purchase equipment with 
Bond Counsel stating it would be easier to group purchases together with a low interest rate 
versus piecing it out. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – Asks if a Public Hearing was done regarding the 2.5 million 
with Town Clerk responding yes, but Mr. Porter stating it would be acted on later.   
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – After Public Hearing need to act on it within 30 days.  We’ll 
talk about it later. 
 
Motion made to adopt this Resolution (Authorizing issuance of a general bond in a 
principal amount not to exceed $300,000.) 
 Motion by: Council Member, R. Cassell   
 
Mayor Perry – States all it takes is the trash truck to break down and every ones garbage will 
be sitting on side of the road. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – States whether we get the one-ton dump truck or not, we got 
to have a garbage truck.  It went down once and we couldn’t even get a contractor to come in 
to pick the garbage up, we had to haul it in a pick-up truck. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – States he can agree to do the bond but doesn’t know if he can agree 
to all the items on the list. 
Mayor Perry – If she understands correctly, what we are voting on is the $300,000 that we 
can borrow up to that much.  Her question would be, each item purchased we would have to 
bring that back to Council and get each item approved. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – States Council would have to vote on the bids that come back. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – States he just needed clarification.   
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2nd by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  5 
      Nays, 0 
      Absent, 0 
      Abstain, 0 
 
Mayor Perry – All we voted for was that we can borrow up to $300,000, but anything we 
borrow for has to be approved by the Council.   

 
 VACATION TIME FOR EMPLOYEES 

 
Mayor Perry – Asks if Council has read information provided. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Questions if this is something that should be addressed in closed 
session. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – States under the Freedom of Information Act, if it is personnel 
specific to a person we can discuss it in closed session if it is a general policy we can, as I read 
it. 
Mayor Perry – States it would go under the personnel policy which is not pertinent to any one 
individual. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Does not have any objections discussing it now, but feels it should 
be discussed in closed session. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – Explains reason this has come up stating we have employees 
that has been here a long time that has banked a lot of vacation.  If they decide to retire we 
would be paying them for all that vacation and this will get it back down where it is 
manageable.  It is not just one employee.  It is several employees who has been here for quite 
awhile.   
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – This is the proposed policy.  The old policy was very 
confusing.  In our last audit, one of the things we were cited for we had a lot of employees 
with a number of them being here for a very long time.  If they accrue so much vacation, with 
one employee having like 500 hours and we would have to pay them.  We can reduce that over 
a period of time.  The financial responsibility we would have would be significantly less and 
we would be encouraging our people to take their time off which is better for them in the long 
run.   
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Discusses corporations have a limit of what they can carry over 
and you are paid at your current rate of pay. 
Town Manager, J. Keller – States it is Virginia state law that you have to pay at the current 
rate of pay with Town Attorney concurring it is Federal too. 
Mayor Perry – States, essentially, you can see why this needs to be in effect with Vice 
Mayor, A. Roberts responding yes. 
 

 Motion made to adopt this as part of our Personnel Policy (Vacation time for employees). 
 Motion by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 2nd by:  Council Member, R. Richards 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  5 
      Nays, 0 
      Absent, 0 
      Abstain,  0 
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 DECISION REGARDING THE AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 9, TOWN OF GATE 
CITY ORDINANCE, GARBAGE, ASHES AND REFUSE 

 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Asks the lines that are lined out are items that we are removing and 
everything else stays the same? 
Town Manager, J. Keller – Yes and there are some additions at some points, mainly Section 
9.3 is new.   Explains reason for this, that town crew would pick up the brush regardless of 
how big the job was.  People are cutting down 40’ tree branches with the town picking it up.  
We started enforcing the ordinance as it states and asking people to comply, but the current 
ordinance does not specify how much debris can be picked up so long as it is within that 
regulation we have to pick it up.  We are trying to cut down the expenses, explaining our crew 
have been using our back hoe and dump truck with operating costs getting expensive when 
you these pieces of equipment.  This ordinance specifies mandates the size and how much to 
pick up.  It is a courtesy to the town and feel residents need to put some time and effort to 
make it easier on our guys. 
Mayor Perry – Explains people hiring people to cut down trees and expecting the town to 
haul it off for nothing.  In the newspaper, you’ll find that Sullivan County has discontinued 
even picking up brush and I’m sure it was because of the abuse to it.  Has asked a copy of this 
be mailed to each resident with water hook up so they are informed and no questions. 
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Expresses concern in the collection charges regarding increase of 
rate, along with increase to water bill.  Why? 
Mayor Perry – Responds, with increase to gas bill for town, along with price of trash trucks 
not getting cheaper.  We can’t operate on old budget with new prices.  States it has already 
passed. 
Council Member, R. Cassell – States it was put in with the budget.  Part of that was factored 
in with the $35,000 on the garbage truck with discussion between Council Member, R. 
Cassell and Vice Mayor, A. Roberts regarding budget cuts, rate increase, audits and grants. 
 
Motion made to adopt amendment of Chapter 9 of ordinance. 
 Motion by:  Council Member, R. Cassell  2nd by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  4 
      Nays, 1-W.W. Ross, Jr. 
      Absent, 0 
      Agstain, 0 
 
Council Member, R. Cassell – States a possible change with efficiency of water system, may 
be able to readdress those issues next budget year.   
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – One thing they were look at is possibly reduce sewer rate that is 
currently 100% of water.  Sanitation has discussed that and may be a relief to some with 
Council Member, R. Cassell stating it is easier to go down than to go up wanting to make 
sure they were okay with budget before taking any action.   
 

 
 MR. STREET AND MR. SLATE, BROADWATER DRUG,  REGARDING BUSINESS 

LICENSE-Mr. Carrico came in today, 07/10/12, stating he wishes this to be passed due to letter 
received from Town Attorney and asks any changes with Broadwater Drug, he is to be notified 
immediately. 
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 MIKE CARRICO – MOCCASIN HILLS, PHASE 4, WATER REIMBURSEMENT & 
1099’S-Mr. Carrico came in today, 07/10/12, stating he wishes to have this to be passed 
until he meets with Town Attorney and Former Town Attorney, Terry Kilgore. 

 
 

XIV.   PUBLIC COMMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Debbie Kindle – Discusses: 

 Options of advertising for Public Hearings. 
 Public Works crew placing locks on meters when water service is turned off. 
 Pressing charges against individuals who is stealing water. 

 
Council discusses possible ways to notify public of meetings through different newspapers, TV 
channel, radio, faxing news releases to all media, Facebook, Email along with costs.  Possible 
mailings with the water bills, but only a limited amount of information can be placed on the bill.  
Mayor Perry – States we have been meeting the same day, same time for years and has done 
everything they can do to inform the public of what is going on.  They know when the Council 
meets and nobody comes unless something happens if it steps on me.   
Vice Mayor, A. Roberts – Discusses possibility of green account that banks do in contacting 
through Emails. 
Town Attorney, M. Brooks - States we could make it optional asking if he is talking about billing 
with Vice Mayor, A. Roberts responding yes.  
Town Attorney, M. Brooks – States they would have to sign up for it, but there would be a lot of 
people interested in doing that.   
Town Clerk, K. Riley – Explains the current process of accepting credit card payment on-line 
with convenient fees being charged back to the customer, but feels they would need to speak to 
Town Treasurer, C. Edwards regarding the possibility of payment of bills coming directly out of 
customers checking account. 

 
Mayor Perry closed the public comment session for new business at 8:00 P.M. and opened the 
consent agenda session. 

 
 
 XV. CLOSED SESSION      
        
       Mayor Perry opened the closed session at 8:00 P.M. 
  
 
 Motion made for Council to enter into closed session to discuss personnel and legal matters. 
  Motion by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 2nd by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 
   VOTE:     Yeas,        5 
         Nays,        0 
         Absent,  0 
         Abstain,      0 
  
 
XVI. RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION  
 
 Council returned from closed session at 9:01 P.M. 
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 Motion made for Council to return from closed session. 
      Motion by:  Council Member, R. Richards 2nd by:  Council Member, R. Cassell 
   VOTE:     Yeas,        5 
         Nays,        0 
         Absent,  0 
         Abstain,      0 
 
  
               CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING (Read by Council Member, R. Richards) 

 
 

     WHEREAS, the Gate City Town Council  has  convened  a  Closed Meeting on this date pursuant to 
an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and 
 
     WHEREAS, Section 2.2-7312 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Town Council 
that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
     NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,   that  the  Gate  City  Town  Council hereby  certifies  
that  to the  best of each member’s knowledge,  (1) only public business matters  lawfully  exempted  
from  open  meeting  requirement   by  Virginia  law  were discussed  in closed meeting to which this 
certification applies and (2) only such business matters as were identified in the motion convening the 
closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Gate City Town Council. 

 
VOTE:      Yeas,        6 

        Nays,        0  
         Absent,  0 
         Abstain,  0 
 
XVII. MOTIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION:   
 
Motion made effective July 1, 2012 to grant Jeremy Kelly, Town Manager, PTO time of 40 hours 
vacation and 40 hours sick leave to bring him up to par with our new PTO procedures that we 
passed tonight. 
 Motion by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts  2nd by:  Council Member, W. Salyers 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  5 
      Nays, 0 
      Absent, 0 
      Abstain, 0 
 
Motion made for next fiscal year to be reviewed after that year that Chief Kim Birchfield will be 
allowed to drive his police car home with gas being provided for that vehicle. 
 Motion by:  Council Member, R. Richards  2nd by:  Vice Mayor, A. Roberts 
  VOTE:   Yeas,  4 
      Nays, 1-R. Cassell 
      Absent, 0 
      Abstain, 0  
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XVIII.  ADJOURN 
 

    
*Mayor Perry adjourned the meeting at 9:06 P.M.  The next regularly scheduled Council Meeting, 
will be August 14, 2012, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    
Frances Perry – Mayor  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

            Kathy Riley – Town Clerk  
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